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MESSAGE
FROM THE CEO

Acorn Foundation has a fi ve year history of uplifting the 
poorest of the poor. And it’s because compassionate, 
committed people have stepped forward, giving of 
themselves, their resources, their time, in order to change 
the lives of others. 

We continued Acorn Foundations tradition of supporting 
the most vulnerable in our society, whilst working 
with benefi ciaries towards self-sustainability. We 
supplied meals, installed food and fruit gardens, built 
infrastructure, provided educational tools, gave the gift 
of sight and hearing, and medical assistance to those 
affected by illness, as well as dignity to benefi ciaries 
across South Africa. We assisted victims of Abuse, 
devastating fi res and fl ood, but also those who merely 
just lost hope in a world that has carried on without them.

Beyond the humanitarian aid, we delivered lasting 
transformation in lives and communities across the 
country, making sure that empowerment is at the centre 
of all the long-term projects that we undertake. We 
addressed the root causes of poverty, such as nutrition, 
food security, and social discrimination. We empowered 
adults in order to play a more meaning role in the lives of 
their children and communities.

It’s because of the countless contributions from our Key 
Partners, Donors, Volunteers and the Acorn crew, that we 
can accomplish so much today, and plan boldly for many 
more life-changing successes like those we celebrate in 
this report.

We will achieve that with our passionate team and a 
growing corps of investors, advocates and 
volunteers. We will invest in areas that will amplify 
our impact, fi nd sustainable solutions to eradicate 
poverty and share knowledge with partners who 
can then replicate our most successful programs. 
We will also partner with social entrepreneurs 
and change agents to extend our reach, investing 
wisely in innovation, building a movement to 
overcome poverty and scale up through partnerships.

Investments will help shape the future that we imagine 
for Acorn Foundation and South Africa. With millions of 
people in extreme poverty, we can afford to do nothing 
less. With your support, we’ll do much more.

Rudy Joles
Chief Executive Offi cer

There can be no keener revelation of a 
society’s soul than the way in which it treats 
its children.” 

Nelson Mandela

There can be no keener revelation of a 
society’s soul than the way in which it treats 

Acorn Foundation NPC | 2016 Annual Report

2



Acorn Foundation NPC | 2016 Annual Report

3



R1,816,994
received in donations

R1,590,639
spent on projects

SARS requires 75% 
of all donations to be spent 
on Public Benefi t Activities

INTRODUCING 
ACORN 
FOUNDATION

Acorn Foundation has a focused vision to transform 
the lives of children and people from disadvantaged 
communities in South Africa, with in-depth focus on 
education, sustainable food solutions, poverty alleviation, 
and restored dignity.

We realise this by providing access to necessities, such 
as nutritious food, clean water, sanitation, and health 
care, helping them to live self-suffi ciently and to become 
contributing members of society.

We strive to facilitate sustainable access to the economy 
for our benefi ciaries and simultaneously promote 
meaningful social upliftment.

We celebrate success and learn from mistakes. During 
the past year, we realised that we need to implement 
more effective monitoring, evaluation and reporting of our 
projects including pre-evaluation as well as formative and 
summative evaluation. More attention will be paid to the 
conceptualisation of projects resulting in strategic and 
future planning for each project. 

Since our inception, close to 90% of all donations 
reached our benefi ciaries. This was possible thanks to the 
generosity of our Founding Partners and on-going Key 
Partner and Donor, GloCell (Pty) Ltd, who has carried all 
our operational expenses.87,54%

OF DONOR 
FUNDING REACHED 

BENEFICIARIES

MORE THAN

2016 AT A 
GLANCE

95 728
people impacted in since 2011

23 231
people impacted in 

2016 through

234
projects

through 647 projects
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HOUSING AND FACILITIES PROJECTS

HEALTH & 
WELLNESS 
PROJECTS

18
EDUCATION
PROJECTS

63
88

31 870
MEALS PROVIDED

MEDICAL 
ASSISTANCE 
PROJECTS

GOVERNANCE
PROJECTS3

1

16
VEGETABLE TUNNELS & GARDENS

63
FOOD SECURITY PROJECTS

+

ENTERPRISE 
PROJECTS
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WE BELIEVE IN
FIGHTING 
POVERTY

We believe 
that vulnerable 

children, families 
and communities 

across South 
Africa can have 
a happy, healthy 
and prosperous 
future if given a 
helping hand.

RESTORING 
DIGNITY

We believe that 
everyone should 
be treated with 

love, worth, value 
and respect.

CHAMPIONING 
PARTNERSHIPS

We believe that 
partnering with 

corporates, 
individuals and 
communities is 
vital to making 
a meaningful 

and long-lasting 
positive impact in 

society.

BEING 
ACCOUNTABLE

We believe in 
being transparent, 

accountable 
and open about 
everything that 
we do and also 

how we do it - at 
all times.

LOVE

Our work is 
grounded by 

love, extending 
ourselves to 

anyone in need.

RESPECT

Our work drives 
us to understand, 

respect, and 
support each 

other, also 
teaching us why 
learning to love 

is one of the 
most demanding 

disciplines we can 
choose.

“Thank you Acorn Foundation for fi tting out 
most of our ECD Centre, which will ensure 
that many young children who would have 
missed out on structured early childhood 
development training, can now attend and 
be more school ready”

Louise Fourie, Project Director, Family 
Restoration Services (Thamsanqa Tinker Tots)

“Thank you Acorn Foundation for fi tting out 
most of our ECD Centre, which will ensure 
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FROM VISION 
TO MISSION
 

It is our vision to nurture and care for vulnerable children 
and communities.

We do this by providing them with access to necessities, 
such as nutritious food, clean water, sanitation, education, 
and health care, helping them to live self-sufficiently and 
become contributing members to society.

To realise this vision our mission is to work in partnership 
with corporates, donors, volunteers and key partners. 

Restoring hope and self-worth in vulnerable children, their 
families and communities, as well as to fight poverty in a 
sustainable manner. 
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FUTURE 
STRATEGY

Acorn Foundation looks beyond the initial needs of an 
organisation and endeavours to develop a long-term 
strategy with them.

The roots of eradicating poverty starts with education and 
we are working with multiple partners towards this goal. 

Educational success lies in early childhood development, 
and to produce equal educational outcomes we must 
increase our attention and investment into quality early 
learning.

However, a singular focus on early childhood 
development without a simultaneous commitment to the 
overall wellbeing of the children, would be foolish.

Over the next three years with a bottom up approach, 
starting with Early Childhood Development (ECD) we aim 
to ensure that children in our Early Childhood Centres 
will have access to health services, nutrition, food and 
learning materials.

assistance they require, such as spectacles, hearing 
aids, etc

emphasis on hygiene, nutrition and health.

literacy and skills development programmes.

solutions by installing vegetable and fruit gardens and 
educating them about water preservation.

parents and communities.

“Children are not things to be moulded, but 
people to be unfolded.” 

Jess Liar

“Children are not things to be moulded, but “Children are not things to be moulded, but 
people to be unfolded.” 

Maslow’s 
Hierarchy 
of Needs

Self-Realisation
Understanding morality, problem solving and having a lack of prejudice

Self-Esteem
Self esteem, confi dence, achievement, respect for self and others

Love & Belonging
Friendship, family, community

Safety & Security
Housing and facilities

Physiological Needs
Food, water, clothing
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“Children are like wet cement whatever falls 
on them makes an impression.” 

Haim Ginott

“Children are like wet cement whatever falls “Children are like wet cement whatever falls 
on them makes an impression.” 

IMPACT  

In this year’s Annual Report, we highlight some of our 
projects which will have long lasting positive social 
impact and are sustainable with clear markers to measure 
our impact and the success of the projects.

Our projects are designed to address poverty, reduce 
malnutrition and hunger, provide tools for education and 
bring dignity to the most vulnerable in society.

These projects varied in scope, and scale, and involved 
a range of different stakeholders, but the envisioned 
outcome remains the same, to make our vision a reality 
and bring a lasting change in the lives of many through 
sustainable initiatives.

Small beginnings, big impact

Olievenhoutbosh #SoccerAgainstCrime is a program which 
prevents children loitering and joining gangs.  The boys received 
their kit, soccer boots and training equipment

Thamsanqua Tinker tots part of a cluster foster and early 
childhood project was revamped and equipped with furniture, 
stationery, a jungle gym and kitchen equipment

Sediba Thuto School has 55 children who needed to take turns at 
the 3 desks in their class to perform basic learning tasks, but this 
changed when we delivered chairs and desks for all children

Developing skills and building community at the Thembalethu 
Food Growing Project

Vegetable tunnel projects
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FLAGSHIP 
PROJECTS
For the period ending February 2016

MAFULO GA SISULU 
OLIEVENHOUTBOSCH
Hundreds of children 
received their stationery 
for the year. Brand 
new school uniforms 
and shoes were also 
distributed. A deep freezer 
was donated so that 
they could store veggies 
harvested from their brand 
new vegetable tunnel, 
which was installed by 
GloCell volunteers and 
community members.

“Thank you for the support you have given 
to our children and our organisation. Your 
donation has helped us in a great way. 
Our orphans and vulnerable children really 
appreciate the work that you are doing 
towards them” 

Cynthia Moyo, Project Manager, Mafulo Ga 
Sisulu Olievenhoutbosch
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KEEP ME SAFE
This is a registered place of safety for traumatised and abandoned 
children.  The structure was found to be unsafe and in desperate need 
of repairs.  They also had very limited facilities and almost no supplies.  
Over a period of two weeks Acorn Foundation, GloCell volunteers, 
donors and sponsors repaired the structure, completely renovated and 
painted the building.  Kiddies now have a clean, safe and welcoming 
home, fully stocked with supplies and food, with all the appliances, 
clothing, linen and toys they deserve.

“Thank you so much for helping us to make 
it possible for the children in need to lead 
happier and fruitfull lives” 

Paloma Mlangeni, Care Giver, Keep Me Safe 
Place of Safety for Children, Boksburg
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FLAGSHIP 
PROJECTS
For the period ending February 2016

THEMBALETHU COMMUNITY CENTRE
More than 100 children and staff had to 
use the unsafe, unhygienic pit toilets in the 
open for 10 years. They desperately needed 
assistance with their food gardens and were 
struggling to provide meals for the children 
and care-givers. Acorn Foundation built 
brick toilet structures with flushing toilets 
and a proper sewage system. An additional 
vegetable garden was installed and we 
ensured that they had enough protein, fresh 
vegetables, fruit and other supplies every 
month.

“The impact of their partnership has been 
intensive and transformative. Thanks to their 
(Acorn’s) partnership that for the first time in 
ten years of our organisation’s existence, we 
had flushing toilets” 

Ernest Mashigo, Centre Manager, Thembalethu 
Community Centre, Kwamhlanga, Mpumalanga BEFORE

AFTER
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JUMPING KIDS 
Acorn Foundation provided funding to assist 
children and other amputees to become 
mobile again. Ntondo, one of the children in 
this programme brought back silver from the 
Rio Paralympics in 2016 and Anthony Butler 
brought back Bronze from IWAS in Sochi, 
Russia in October 2015 after getting his 
blade through Jumping Kids.

“It was an absolute pleasure working with 
The Acorn Foundation in 2016. The support 
we received allowed us to deliver on our 
mandate to give amputee kids access to 
quality prosthetic equipment, education 
and sporting opportunities. This access 
reveals their potential, builds capability and 
results in amazing journeys like the silver 
medal Ntando Mahlangu (14) achieved at 
the Paralympics in Rio. We look forward 
to building the relationship with The Acorn 
Foundation to reveal the potential of more 
childhood amputees, as we strive to get 5 
Jumping Kids to Tokyo 2020 Paralympic 
Games.” 

Michael Stevens, Jumping Kids
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OUR BOARD
This board of directors is responsible for the governance 
of the Foundation through strategic planning and hands-
on involvement. The health, happiness and wellbeing of 
vulnerable children and communities are in their hands.

Alessandro 
Mariola 

Non-Executive 
Director

Francesco 
Mariola

Non-Executive 
Director

Kevan Rice 
Non-Executive 

Director

Rudy Joles 
CEO and Director

Sue Smit
Director

Yoav Duek
Non-Executive 

Director

“On behalf of Shammah Safe House I would 
like to thank you for your donations of food 
contributions towards the children`s cause. 
It is highly appreciated and thank for your 
compassion towards us.” 

Bobby Jonker, Care Giver, Shammah Safe 
House, Alberton

“On behalf of Shammah Safe House I would “On behalf of Shammah Safe House I would 
like to thank you for your donations of food 
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FINANCIAL  
MATTERS
This is an extract of our Audited Financial  
Statements, which are available for inspection at  
KPMG, St Andrews Rd, Parktown, Johannesburg.

ACORN FOUNDATION NPC
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AT 29 FEBRUARY 2016

Note 2016 2015

R R

Assets

Non-current assets

Equipment 2 13 182 16 955

Current assets 1 071 567 328 750

Inventory 9 165 -

Receivables 3 648 443 113 443

Related party receivable 4 27 985 643

Cash and cash equivalents 385 974 214 664

Total assets 1 084 749 345 705

Reserves and liabilities

Reserves

Accumulated deficit (2 816 165) (1 582 916)

Non-current liabilities

Lona from related party 5 3 385 298 1 865 274

Current liabilities

Payables 6 515 616 63 347

Total reserves and liabilities 1 084 749 345 705
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OUR 
SUPPORTERS
Our key partners and donors enable us to 
live our slogan, “Makes It Easy To Do Good”

OUR KEY PARTNERS

OUR DONORS

“Love and kindness are never wasted. They 
always make a difference. They bless the 
one who receives them, and they bless you, 
the giver.”

Barbara de Angelis

“Love and kindness are never wasted. They “Love and kindness are never wasted. They 
always make a difference. They bless the 

Founding Partner and Donor Independent Auditor
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OUR BENEFICIARIES

Hande

Home
Olievenhoutbosch

Home

Centre



Acorn Foundation is a registered  
Non-Profit Company (NPC 2011/128055/08) 

and a Public Benefit Organisation  
(PBO 930048253).  

Acorn Foundation is authorised by SARS to 
issue Section 18A Tax Donation Certificates. 

We are a Level 1 BBBEE contributor with 
135% BBBEE Procurement and a black 

beneficiary base of 82,27%

Physical address
12 River View Office Park, Janadel Avenue,  

Halfway Gardens, Midrand, South Africa

Postal address
PO Box 50051, Randjiespark, 1683

Stay in touch
Landline: +27 (0)11 847 7730

E-mail us at info@acornfoundation.org.za or visit us at 
www.acornfoundation.org.za

Makes It Easy To Do Good


